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Abstract
Chiayu Chang’s’

Frank Lloyd Wright (1867 - 1959), a master architect in the 20™ century of the
United States, said in a speech, “Architecture is a spirit, in you and me and in
everything®. Any space required for living is highly relevant to the survival of human
beings or any other creatures. The need for architecture semmed from the
construction of primitive mountain caves and tree houses. It was a need for basic
shelters. Due to limitations on techniques and materials, no special arrangements or
constructions were made for purposes, necessities or aesthetics. In the history of
developments, architecture is one of the elements with the closest human relationships.
Except for the areas with scarce economic resources, our requirements for
accommodation have grown increasingly sophisticated.

Edgar Kaufmann (1910-1989), the son of the owner of the house “Falling water”,
said in his book Falling water ” (1986) that great architecture changes our lifestyles
and changes us. Falling water changed his life®. Kaufmann commissioned the best
architect in the U.S. of that time, Frank Lloyd Wright, to design and build his
residence that still attracts many visitors today. Since its completion in 1959, Falling
water has been the most studied architecture by architects and architecture lovers in
terms of its environment, design and techniques. It is a masterpiece with deep and
profound influence. As Chen Hen, a writer, says, architects are both scientists and
artists. They are both sensible and sentimental. Their creations are practical and
beautiful. Like paintings, music and literature, architecture often makes our hearts
beat irresistibly®.

® Aassociate professor, Department of Visual Arts, National Chiayi University, full-time.
Aassociate professor, Department of Fine Arts, Taipel National University of the Arts, part-time.

® Chen, H. (2002). House on a Waterfall — Following the Footsteps of Master Architect Frank Lloyd
Wright. Taipei: China Times Publishing Company, p.14.

! Fallingwater: is ahouse designed by US architect Frank Lloyd Wright in 1934 in rural southwestern
Pennsylvania, 50 miles southeast of Pittsburgh. The home was built partly over a waterfall on Bear
Run in the Mill Run section of Stewart Township, Fayette County, Pennsylvania, in the Laurel
Highlands of the Allegheny Mountains. It is hailed by Time shortly after its completion as Wright's
"most beautiful job”. It islisted among Smithsonian's Life List of 28 places "to visit before you die."

8 Sameas Note 1, Page.

® SameasNote 1, p.9.
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This book covers creative works since the 1990s, broadly speaking, and since
2005, drictly speaking. The book “The Window View” is a collection of the author’s
critical pieces and photolithography works on the basis of the over 1,000 photos the
author has taken over the years of traveling. The author selected the photos which he
thinks can make the heart tremble. These photos are modified and adjusted with
software programs and processed into photolithography works. These works are
arranged and printed in such a way that they express the creative ideas of the author.
The chapters of the books are an introduction, a discussion of creative theories,
creative concepts, forms and techniques, interpretations and conclusions. “Poetry and
Window Views’ consists of the series, “Images”, “Distant Perspectives’, “Dreaming”
and “Reflections”.
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Keywords: Poetry and Window Views, photo-lithography, architecture, Images,
Distant Perspectives, Dreaming, Reflections
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Preface

| always know that fine arts are my calling and | want to be an artist. This started
with the literature works | read since | was in the high school. | liked novels and
classics and particularly enjoyed autobiographies and inspiring stories. | was
impressed with Shen Zonghan’s autobiography “Kenan Ku Xue Ji”. In this book,
Shen described how persistent he was and how his determination paid off. This book
has profound impacts on me all of my life. | always found the storylines and scenarios
depicted in books are an education on aesthetics. Thisis how | became an artist.

In the 1990s, | went to Spain to study in the Faculty of Fine Arts, University of
Sevilla. The design classes | took before earned me an exemption of four design
subjects out of 24 subjects in the five-year program. The master’s program in fine arts
isadual major in design and print. This was what | chose in the end and such a major
was very rare among the Taiwanese students who study in Spain. | believe this was
able to extend what | had learned in Taiwan and help me to specialize in printmaking
with avariety of media

The printmaking class in the third year of the university was about the first stage
of optional studies in relief printing. In the post graduate curriculum, printmaking of
each type accounts for eight hours per week for one year. The first year of the post
graduate program was about intaglio printing and lithography printing. The second
year was about screen printing and mixed media printing. Most of the time, | was able
to master the techniques and create good works. | usually spent my summer vacations

revisiting the techniques | had learned that academic year. With permission from my

VI

PDF % ff1 ™| "pdfFactory” 55" Py 4 H ™ www.ahasoft.com.tw/FinePrint



http://www.ahasoft.com.tw/FinePrint
http://www.ahasoft.com.tw/FinePrint

professor to access the printmaking studio in the summer vacation, | went to work
during opening hours from Monday through Friday. This allowed me to be fully
dedicated to creation and explore relevant issues. After 2pm, the temperature in
Sevilla exceeded the 40 degrees Celsius mark and my classroom was on the top floor,
with no air-conditioning. The whole studio was like an oven. The heat was like a
disciplinary tool that | knew would help me to get to the next level.

In the early days of my study in Spain, | spent most of my time and energy on
learning the Spanish language from 8am to 8pm, on top of the heavy school work |
had to deal with. Also, to fund my living expenses and materials for printmaking, | did
some “lllegal Moonlighting” in Chinese restaurants over the weekends. In fact, | was
mentally and physically exhausted for along while. At that time, | was convinced that
| had the will power to continue through the end of the semester. | was feeling low
and tried to express my feelings in “Poetry”, the redemption of my soul at that time.
The poems | wrote during that period were published in Li Poetry. Along with my
artistic creations, they are the testimony of my long and challenging years of studying
in Spain.

Spain is a melting pot of different cultures, from the Romans before Christ to
different peoples after Christ. The invasion of the Moors from the 8" to the 15"
century left behind many precious and beautiful architecture works. Buildings of
differing styles coexist in the cities of Spain. The rural landscape is also a beautiful
piece of work by the Spanish peoples. Different places have their unique
constructions and atmospheres. During my stay in Spain, the sights and the streets
never ceased to remind me of their beauty. | was particularly intrigued with the poetic
and picturesque windows. | can now apply my creative skills and recreate the
beautiful realm of “Poetry and Window View” with my aesthetics perspectives and an

oriental poetic mind.

VIII
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Starting in 2006, | became an adjunct professor in Taipei National University of
the Arts. | always drop by to the library between classes or in my free time to search
for good books. The extensive collections of books in the university helped me with
the completion of this collection and discourse. | also would like to thank all the
mentors, colleagues, students and family who have ever helped me.

| know thereis still alot for me to learn and | welcome any feedback from fellow

artists.

Chia-yu Chang
In Minxiong Township, Chiayi County

2012.12.22
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