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Abstract

Recently, practice-led research has become a major trend in higher education in
Europe, the U.S.A, and Australia. To enhance the art and design research abilities of
college students in Taiwan, it is crucial to study the teaching content and methods of
practice-led research. Therefore, this study aims to explore the application of
practice-led research in art and design instruction through three sub-studies. The
researcher adopts qualitative case study and action research, and attempts to explore the
learning situations of college and graduate students under the instruction of practice-led
research. Three sub-studies are involved: (a) Practice-led research in art instruction to 5
undergraduate art students, (b) Practice-led research in design instruction to 6 graduate
students, and (c) practice-led research in art and design instruction to 42 undergraduate
students. The objectives of this study are: (a) to inquire into the conceptions pertaining
to art and design practice research; (b) to understand the 5 undergraduate students’
learning situations in integrating art creation and practice-led research as well as the
influence of FTC( Form/ Theme/ Context) model (c¢) to understand the 6 graduate
students’ learning situations and problems in conducting design practice-led research; (d)
to explore the learning methods for improving practice-led research and examine their
effectiveness; (e) to analyze students’ learning in both creation practice, and theory and
writing, as well as combinations thereof; and (f) to analyze students’ learning situations
in art and design practice-led research by using the FTCF( Form/ Theme/ Context/
Function) model.

Firstly, in literature review, this study dealt with the meanings and types of art and
design practice research as well as the related concepts. Secondly, three sub-studies
were conducted. Adopting case study method, the first one explored the influence of
using FTC model on individual student’s art quality, the whole effectiveness of applying
FTC model, and reflections on teaching. The results show significant effectiveness in
the quality of artworks. Adopting action research method, the second sub-study
involved two cycles of design instruction. The first cycle indicated 2 problematic

aspects: the linguistic components and research methods, and the use of the FTCF



model. The second cycle showed that the students’ competency regarding the 2 aspects
clearly improved. The potential in enhancing “linguistic and visual thinking,”
“practice-led research and production,” and “design meta-cognition and creative
problem-solving,” practice-led research can enrich the meaning of design work, and
expand the knowledge dimensions of work through interpretation. Adopting case study
method, the third sub-study found the problems related to learning and improvements
for teaching methods, and creative uses of the FTCF model. Finally, the suggestions

were discussed for future teaching and research of art and design practice-led research.

Keywords: art and design practice research, art and design education in university,

FTC model, FTCF model, practice-led research,
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